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Big Brother is Watching: Orwell's Nineteen Eighty Four

as a Prophecy of Fear
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Abstract

This paper examines George Orwell's famous satirical

novelNineteen FEighty-four. In this novel Orwell satirizes
totalitarian systems and warns the world against its dangers..
The recurring message throughout the novel is the continuing
conflict between the individual and the social system where the
State controls everything in the life of citizens and turn it into a
nightmare. Orwell believed that the only practicable way to
social justice is through a fair and democratic state. Orwell
predicts what would happen in the future, if a totalitarian system
prevailed.. The novel depicts a society living under a totalitarian
government where all personal freedom and privacy had
vanished; and the people live under constant surveillance to their
actions and thoughts. The system is built upon oppression and
absolute power which, eventually, leads to absolute
Key Terms
Totalitarian, Proles , Big brother, telescreen, thought crime
Introduction

Literature can become an effective medium to scrutinize and
criticize corrupt government systems such as the totalitarian
system. As Pleuger (2008) says Totalitarianism is a political
system and a form of government in which the national
government takes control of all aspects of both public and private
life.

George Orwell was one of the most significant writers in the
1930s and 1940s who is especially remembered for satirizing
totalitarianism through his literature. Using political satire,
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Orwell set out to show the flaws of totalitarianism and to wamn
the readers mainly in the West about the dangers of this system..
His novel Nineteen Fighty-Four which was written in1948 after
World War Two illustrates the possible horrors of a totalitarian
future. His vision of the world in the novel is a picture of a
society where the control of everything is in the hands of one
absolute power. One of the main purposes of totalitarian Party
(Inner party), is the deprivation of all types freedom to the
citizens of Oceania.

The novel is a satire of what could happen if the people in
the world did not recognize the danger of this system and fought
against it. many types of satires are employed in the novel about
the totalitarian society.

Orwell (1946) explains that: Every line of serious work that
I have written since 1936 has been written, directly or indirectly
against Totalitarianism and for Democratic Socialism, as |
understand it."

The world of Winston Smith:

Winston Smith is the main character of Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-
Four. The novel begins by introducing him as a thirty- nine year
old man who works in the Record Department at Ministry of
Truth. He has a varicose ulcer above his ankle, as a result of his
illness; he walks slowly resting several times on the way. He is
skinny with a thin weak figure. The color of his skin is light. The
story of Nineteen Eighty-Four is effectively about him and his
visions. The reader is made to share his ideas and his longings
and dreams.

According to Peter (1989) psychoanalytic approach was founded
by Sigmund Freud. In his interpretations of dreams, he says that
all dreams are forms of wish fulfillment. They are attempted by
one's unconscious to resolve a conflict, whether it be current or in
the past. Winston has recurring dreams that tell what is inside
him. He dreams of Golden Country. He describes it as:
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It was an old, rabbit-bitten pasture with a foot track
wandering across it and a molehill here and there.
On the opposite side a field the boughs of elm trees
were swaying very faintly in the breeze, their leaves
just stirring in dense masses like women's hair. The
girl with dark hair was combing toward them across
the field with what seemed a single
movement.(“19847:28)

Winston sees this place constantly in his dreams; to him it
represents peace, nature, beauty and living in freedom. The
dream is the exact opposite to the situation in which he lives. His
unconscious mind reflects his wish which is a private rebellion
and hatred of the Party and he wants to live in the world which
looks like what he has seen in his dream. In the second dream, he
dreams of O'Brien saying to him," we shall meet in a place where
there 1s no darkness". This dream reveals what is going to happen
to Winston later on. The place is where he is tortured by O'Brien.
Winston also dreams of his mother. He sees her sitting in some
place deep down beneath him with his younger sister in her arms.
They were in the saloon of a sinking ship, looking up at him.
This dream probably reveals his guilty feeling that he 1s
responsible for his mother's disappearance.

Winston detests the Party and wishes to rebel against it. He
actually attempts to rebel in many ways. First, he bought an
illegal diary and ink in order to document his rebellious thoughts
and his hatred for the Party. He neatly writes in large capital:

DOWN WITH BIG BROTHER
DOWN WITH BIG BROTHER
DOWN WITH BIG BROTHER
DOWN WITH BIG BROTHER(“1984°:17)_
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Although Winston knows that what he has done is considered a
"thought crime", he did it. He remained certain that one day he
will be caught.

The second attempt of revolt was through the secret affair
with Julia, after he receives a note telling him that she loves him.
They begin their affair.The sexual act, successfully performed,
was an act of rebellion. Desire was a ” thought crime”. Even to
have a weaken Katharine, if he could have achieved, would have
been like a seduction. (ibid: 63)  Winston knows that this act
stands against the Party because sex between members of the
Party is forbidden. In marriage, sex is only allowed for
reproduction; to bring children to be new Party members. The
feeling of love is only for Big Brother and the Party. Winston
explains that consorting with prostitutes is also forbidden. To be
caught with a prostitute mighty mean five years in a forced-labor
camp. The poorer quarters swarmed with women who are ready
to sell themselves in order to purchase a bottle of gin, which the
Proles are not supposed to drink. According to the party the
rebellion as an idea is considered a thought crime. The Third
attempt of rebellion, when Winston tries to join the Brotherhood.
The Brotherhood cannot be wiped out because it is not an
organization in the ordinary sense. Nothing holds it together
except the idea.(ibid:163)

The Brotherhood is the enemy of the Party. It is a secret
organization whose purpose is to overthrow the Party and Big
Brother. Winston does not know that O'Brien who tries to
convince him to join, wants to trap him into committing a
thought crime. Winston's resistance leads him to be arrested. He
is taken to the Ministry of Love where he suffers a host of
tortures designed to alter his thoughts and to brain-wash him. He
was badly tortured until he betrays Julia and declares his love and
loyalty to Big Brother and the party.
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Through this representation of Winston, George Orwell
wants to satirize the totalitarian government which employs
people, like Winston who has suffered in his life and his health.
If the totalitarian government suspects that one of the citizens
wants to rebel, he will face the worst punishment. One of
Winston's attempts of rebellions against the totalitarian Party is
the sexual relationship. After many attempts, he fails because the
power of the totalitarian party is stronger than any power. He
starts as a success, but he ends as a failure who is doomed to lose
his battle with the totalitarian government.

Element of the state:

Like Winston, O’Brien is introduced in the first chapter.
Winston took a shine to him and regarded him as a free spirit
who is not tied to conventions; he actively sought to be friend
him. In actual fact O’Brien was a prominent and powerful leader
in the Inner Party. He lives in a luxurious apartment. He is a
crafty spy who tricks Winston and makes him believe that he is a
member of the Brotherhood, he declares himself an enemy of the
Party whereas he is actually setting a trap for him. Winston is
surprised when he discovers that the one is going to torture him
is O'Brien.

Big Brother

Big Brother appears in a poster or on telescreens. It is a
colored poster, which is fixed in the wall. It shows an enormous
face of a handsome man about forty-five. He has a heavy black
moustache with strong features. This face gazes from all walls. It
follows the people wherever they go. The caption at the bottom
of the picture says: 'BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU'
((‘1984°: 2). The face of Big Brother is shown on everything,
such as the face of the coin, on stamps, the covers of books,
banners, and on the wrapping of cigarette packets.
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Big Brother was always there, people accept this as an
incontestable fact. Winston reflects on this:“He tried to
remember in what year he had first heard mention of Big Brother.
He thought it must have been at some time in the sixties, but it
was impossible to be certain. In the histories, Big Brother figured
as the leader and guardian of the revolution, since its very earliest
days”. (‘1984°. 32)

Big Brother is made-up character, he is the hidden dictator
of Oceania the totalitarian state. He is created by the Party in
order to abuse the citizens, by making them imagine that
wherever they go is a mass of surveillance on them. There is no
escape. The Party uses him for propaganda. When Winston
Smith is arrested, he asks O'Brien about the existence of Big
Brother. O'Brien answers that "he will exist as long as Party
exists".

Orwell has created the Big Brother as a symbol of ultimate
totalitarian leader in order to satirize Russian leader Joseph
Stalin, the picture of Big Brother, with the notorious moustache,
is a clearly intended resemblance.

The threat of Totalitarianism

“The fundamental theme of the book is the conflict between
the individual and the social system”(Sherborne, 2005:74) with
this system at hand, the State can control everything in the life of
citizens and turn it into a nightmare.” Orwell believed that
“greater government power was not only inevitable but was the
only practicable way to bring about a more equal and democratic
society, yet he feared that it could all too easily end in
totalitarianism, a closed society where everything and everyone
was controlled by a rigid dictatorship.” (ibid:75)is In Oceania,
where the action occurred,the totalitarian Party controls
everything. There is no individual freedom or rights, and this
control could be both physically and psychologically. The society
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of Oceania is a good example of how the government seeks to
control and takes power.

Though the novel was written in 1948, but the events will
become real and possible in the near future. The totalitarian party
uses surveillance.

The Party uses several methods of control; One of the
most significant methods 1is constant  surveillance, they
usetelescreens.. Telescreens are put in the rooms of Party
members and in public places. These are instruments which can
never be switched off. It also is a means of propaganda. They are
employed to monitor individual's speech and action, day and
night. The telescreens can be turned off in the homes of Inner
Party, but for a short period of time, and this is clear when
Winston and Julia are surprised that O'Brien turns off the
telescreen. In Outer Party, the telescreens can never be turned
off, so that the Party can monitor the life of Oceania's people
almost all of the time.

The people were constantly watched, 'Patrol snooping into
people’s windows' ((1984. 2). Police patrols monitor people by
using helicopters to spy through their windows. The Party uses
children to watch and spy on their parents. They are used as
instruments of surveillance: “With children, he thought, that
wretched woman must lead a life of terror. Another year and they
would be watching her night and day for symptoms of
unorthodoxy. Nearly all children nowadays were horrible. What
was worst of all was that by means of such organization as the
spies they were systematically turned into ungovernable savages.
(1984:.22)

Using Children was a very apt way to monitor the private lives
of people and create suspicion and mistrust among members of
the family. This is clear in what happens to Mrs. Parsons,
Winston's neighbor who asks him to repair her kitchen sink. Her
children play a game of spies. This game is about a child who
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denounces his parents. Winston thinks of them like other
children. They wear the uniform of spies; they leap round him,
shouting "traitor". Mrs. Parsons justifies their acts to Winston
saying that they were disappointed because they couldn’t go to
see the hanging.. Mr. Parson was arrested for thought crime
because his daughter spies on him and told the thought police
that she heard him saying ” down with Big Brother” while he
was sleeping. His punishment was easily predictable; “thought
crime does not entail death: Thought crime is death. Now he
recognized himself as a dead man”. (1984: 25)
The party aims control everything — past, present, and future. Its
efforts to fulfill this goal is to control and manipulate every
source of information, rewriting and altering the content of all
historical records and other documentary evidence in order to
achieve its own gain and ends.One of the Party's slogans
concerns with manipulation of the history was:

Who control the past controls the

future. Who controls the present

controls the past. (1984: 35)
. Winston's job is to change historical records in order to fit the
requirements of the Party by falsification of historical events.
By using the Memory hole which is a mechanism for the
alteration or disappearance of inconvenient or embarrassing
documents, photographs, transcripts. The Party's attempt is to
give the impression that this certain  something never
happened. The totalitarian Party erases historical document. It
does not allow the individuals to keep record of their past.
Some people are erased from historical records and
subsequently vanished. They were not in the favor of the Party.
Winston uses the example Jones, Aaronson and Rutherford,
Three Inner Party members who are wrongly arrested and
accused of various crimes, including treason and murder. They
are eventually killed. Winston finds something that proves they
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are innocence and destroys the document, but never forgets
holding the proof that Party "fact" was fiction. If the totalitarian
government does not like you, it will create anything which
shows you to be guilty, then it will kill you, whether you are
guilty or not.

Class system of Oceania

One of the features of the totalitarian government is the
hierarchical organization of the government that is led by the
party to rule people.

The society of Oceania' the totalitarian state, is devided into
three classes; each of them has its own distinctive role. The top
of the three classes is the Inner Party which is the high class, the
mount of the members is about the 2 %. The members of outer
party have privileges, and also they enjoy a better quality of life
more than the other two classes. An example of this is O'Brien
who is a member of the Inner Party. He lives in a nice and
luxurious apartment; there is a silver box of cigarettes and
unfamiliar smell of good food and good tobacco. He gives
Winston and Julia some nice wine. The absolute power and
control are at the hand of this Party,they can even turn off the
telescreens. The members of this class wear a black-uniform.

The middle class is the Outer Party. The members of this
class are approximately 13% of the population in Oceania. They
wear blue-uniforms which is given to them by the totalitarian
Party. Most of the mare government officials at the four
Ministries,.but they do not exercise any real power. The main
character of the novel Winston Smith is a member of the Outer
Party. The members of the Outer Party do not have the same
privileges of life and freedom as those of the Inner Party. The
surveillance of the totalitarian Party is done for them. They drink
Victory Gin and smoke Victory cigarette which is of a lower
quality.
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The third class is the Proles. They represent the majority of
the population in Oceania about 85%. Winston writes, in his
diary that he hopes for revolution; he says that if the Proles rise
up to rebel and become conscious, they could overthrow the
Party:” But the Proles, if they could somehow become conscious
of their strength would have no need to conspire, they needed
only to rise up and shake themselves like a horse shaking off
flies". (1984: 64)

Winston believes that, the Party cannot be destroyed by the
Proles because they are ignorant and have no desire to make a
revolution. The Party claims that it has liberated the Proles from
bondage. Before the revolution, they were oppressed by
capitalists; they had been starved; the women were forced to
work 1n the coal mines and the children had been sold into the
factories at the age of six. According to Party, proles are
naturally inferior, who must be kept in subjection, like animals,
by the application of a few rules. The Party maintains
that:"’Proles and animals are free' (1984:66). They were born,
and grew up in the gutters. The great majority of Proles do not
even have a telescreen in their homes. They receive a little
education, live in poverty and usually die at the age of sixty.
Ministries of control

The totalitarian Party controls Oceania's population with
four Ministries: Ministry of Truth, Ministry of Peace, Ministry of
Love and Ministry of Plenty. Firstly, the Ministry of Truth is
responsible for news, entertainment, education and fine arts.
According to 'Newspeak' it 1s called Miniture. It has many
branches; one of them is the Records Department, the main job
of this Department is not to reconstruct the past, but to provide
Oceania's citizens with newspapers, films, textbooks, telescreen
programmes, plays and novels. The other Departments which are
also mentioned in this Ministry are: Fiction Department, the
Pornography Department, the Propaganda Department, the Tele-
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programmes Department, Research Department and Music
Department.

Secondly, the Ministry of Love is the most frightening
one. It is a place which is impossible to enter, except for official
business. Winston did not get inside the Ministry of Love; neither
did he go even half a kilometer, only when he was arrested.. The
Ministry is concerned with political torture. It is in a high-
ceilinged windowless cell with walls of glittering white
porcelain. It is surrounded by barbed wire. There are four
telescreens, one in each wall. Those who commit thoughtcrime
are tortured in this Ministry. According to 'Newspeak', it is called
Miniluv. There is a contradiction with the name of this Ministry
and actually the purpose of it, instead of dealing with love,
concerns with torture, hatred and misery.

Thirdly, there 1s the Ministry of Peace which concerns itself
with waging war. In' Newspeak' is called Minitrue. The name of
this Ministry is opposite of what it does. It is one of the most
important Ministries of Oceania, because Oceania is in perpetual
war with the other states Eastasia and Eurasia. As the party's
slogan "war is peace".

Fourthly, the Ministry of Plenty is in charge for economic
affairs. In 'Newspeak' is known as Miniplenty. It supervises
public access to food, supplies and goods. It is also responsible
for rating these goods.

Nor was it satisfactory solution to keep the masses in poverty by
restricting the output of goods. This happened to a great extent
during the final of capitalism. (1984: 177)

This Ministry 1s named against what it does. It is responsible for
making people live a hard life and perpetual poverty.

In each, there 1s a contradiction between the name of each
Ministry and the true function of it. The satire in all this is stark
clear and it is meant to ridicule the totalitarian system and
highlight the risks associated with it.
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Different Worlds

In Nineteen Eighty-Four, the world is divided into three
super -states which are Oceania, Eurasia and Eastasia. They are
the three existing powers in the world.

Eurasia consists of the whole of the northern part of Europe
and Asiatic land-mass, from Portugal to the Bering Strait.
Oceania includes America, the Atlantic island including British
Isles, Australasia, and the south portion of Africa. The third one
is Eastasia which is the smallest of the three super states. It
includes China, and the countries to the south of it, the Japanese
island and a large but fluctuating portion of Manchuria,
Mongolia, and Tibet. The three super-states are at perpetual war,
and have been so for twenty-five years. None of the three states
can be defeated even by the alliance of the two other states.
Reference to this is made in the following words:“It does not
matter whether the war is actually happening, and, since no
decisive victory is possible, it does not matter whether the war is
going well or badly”. (1984:179)

So, the purpose of the war between the three powers state
Oceania, Eurasia and Eastasia, is not victory. The war is simply a
method that enables the ruling powers to keep the credulous
masses ignorant of the life in the other places. It is necessary that
they should have the mentality appropriate to the state of war.
What is required is that the war should continue to subsist.
Conclusion

George Orwell's message is clear: the world is dominated
and divided among the three super-states and they control the
world. He wants to satirize the three totalitarian powers which
are: Nazi in Germany, fascist in Italy and communism in the
Soviet Union. They are totalitarian governments at the
commencement of the totalitarian system. And this power will
continue, in the case that people do not wake up to the danger of
this system and fight against it. He mainly intends to portray
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Oceania to the readers and tells them that such a society did exist
in the past and may come to exist again if people don’t learn
from history and allow it to repeat itself.
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Abstract

This paper aims at drawing the attention about the
necessity of translation teaching for EFL university students and
exploring the problems of translation encountered by Sudanese
university students. The major objectives of the paper evolved
around the importance of teaching translation to EFL Sudanese
university students, the lack of which results many errors of
translation. The study adopted the survey method and the
experimental methods to collect the data.

The main results of the paper were, translation is an
important component of foreign language teaching and learning,
time allotted for teaching translation is inadequate to enhance
students’ performance. The study recommended that teaching
translation in the universities should be revised and improved
1.Introduction

It is obvious that translation plays an important role in the
human communication. From ancient time up to now there have
been debates about the importance of translation for
communication among humans who use different languages. In
spite of the debates around the importance of translation no one
can deny that it was one of the earliest aids in international
relations which came into existence before a very long time. As
the scope of these relations broadened, people felt a need for
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experts with mastery of two or more languages to satisty the
increasing demand of society for experts in different fields,
including translation. Since then there has always been
controversy over the issue of teach ability of translation.
1.1 Statement of the Study

Arabic speaking learners of English face many difficulties
in performing different tasks in order to communicate effectively
in English. Their command of the language, namely, translation
performance is reported by many researchers to be very poor, and
in translating scientific texts in particular. This problem
continues to the most Arab students even when they reach
university stage and after graduation. Students who intend to
become professional translators or teachers of English may suffer
from such problems in the future. The weakness of this
performance, if not dealt with effectively, might be passed on to
students who intend to become language teachers to their future
students.
1.2 Objectives of the Study

The study 1s intended to achieve the following targets

1. To highlight factors leading to students’ errors of
translation at the university level.

2. To study areas of contrastively between Arabic and
English and apply error analysis techniques on the
students’ translation of selected texts.

3. To contribute to non-native speakers of English in general
and for EFL students in particular.

4. To investigate the effect of translation courses on learning
foreign languages.

5. To detect problems of translation encountered by the
students and provide feasible methods for remedial
purposes.

1.3 Hypotheses of the Study
The study is set out to examine the following hypotheses
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1. Errors of translation result from mother tongue
interference, and lead to inadequate performance of
translation.

2. Equivalence contrastivity on the morphological, syntactic
and semantic levels leads to problems of non-equivalence.

3. Time allotted for translation courses at the university level
is not sufficient to enhance students' competence.

4. The performance of EFL university students in practical
translation is weak.

1.4 Questions of the Study

1. Is mother tongue interference leads to inadequate
performance of translation?

2. Does equivalence contrastivity lead to problems of non-
equivalence?

3. Is time allotted for teaching translation courses at the

university level sufficient to  enhance students' competence?

4. Is the performance of EFL university students in practical

translation weak or not?
2. Literature Review
2.1 Defining Translation
It seems easy to define translation at the beginning, but
soon it will be found that this is not as easy as it may appear. To
start with, it is, perhaps, worthwhile to quote here some
definitions of translation which is considered from the linguists'
point of view as a branch of comparative and applied linguistics,
since it 1s concerned with knowledge of relations between
languages and application of this knowledge in communication.
But in the translator's opinion, it involves a process of
transformation from the source language (SL) into the target
language, Crystal argues that:
“As whenever people are encountered by foreign-
language barrier, they tend to seek someone to
interpret or translate for them. The medium of
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translation may be spoken, written or signal. "In

specific professional contexts, however, a

distinction is drawn between people who work

with the spoken or signal language (interpreters)

and those who work with the written language

(translators)."

Translation is also defined by Newmark (1995:5) as follows

"It is rendering the meaning of the text into

another language in the way that the author

intended the text."

The definitions mentioned above reflect and shed light on
the nature of translation, and the ways translators are supposed to
view it, whether they are professionals, or under training or
students of translation at the university level. Transforms from
(SL) into (TL), indicates that the (SL) text is not completely
subjected to translation or not every item of it can be replaced by
a (TL) equivalent. Sometimes there is no replacement at all, but
simple description, interpretation, and incorporation of (SL)
material into (TL) text. Culture indicates that (SL) material can
be transformed into the (TL) culture in the way people
understand and use it. The word “intended" represents the
intention of the author who writes the text in his own culture
which should be considered when transforming the text into
foreign culture. The word "equivalent" is a key word since the
central problem of translation process is to find equivalents
(Lexical, grammatical, conceptual, idiomatic, etc.) for the (TL)
text, so the major objective of translation theory is how to deal
with the nature and problems of equivalence.

The above mentioned definitions of translation and many
others view translation as an opened channel through which
foreign influences can penetrate the native culture, challenge it
and even contribute to subverting it. Hence translation is not to
be considered as a mechanical replacement of words and
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meanings, it has power, legitimacy and authority. In this regard,
translators sometimes find themselves obliged to impose
referential items in their translations which are not characteristics
of the (TL) culture, translation can also produce new concepts,
new genres and new devices to the (TL) culture which are useful
particularly in the scientific studies and areas related to science
and technology. The history of translation is by itself the history
of literary and non-literary innovation, of the shaping power of
one culture upon another. This is what is meant by the authority
of translation.

Translation derives its legitimacy from the fact that writers
of many different topics and disciplines want their works to be
translated. Linguists feel that translation is possible as languages
are built from the same elementary units and have some
rhetorical devices to express universal and personal attitudes and
inclinations. It is true that certain cultural and formal features
including puns, dialects, registers, thyme and rhythm are not
easily translated, but there must be one way or another to ease
their transformation with the least loss of their significance.
Hatim and Mason (1990:2) point out

"The very fact that people, learning a
second language to a high degree of
competence and fluency considerably
weaken the hypothesis (that we are
incapable of conceptualizing in categories
other than those of our native language”

But we find that students who are not bilinguals are, in
fact, successful in relaying meaning from one language into
another. In doing so, they are able to conceptualize meaning of a
particular language system independently.

If one insists that translation must be an exact perfection of
the original, not only translation but also communication
would be highly impossible. Many problems particularly of
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equivalence, can be attained on the referential level, that is,
one must look to the non-linguistic world for answering to
such problems. Extra linguistic factors, in addition to the
linguistic ones are needed

2.2 Principles of Translation

Many writers wrote about translation, most of them do not
agree on certain and specific items to be considered as guidelines
for students for translation in general, who must have the basic
requirements as Nida (1994:6) states:

"He must understand not only the obvious content
of the message, but also the subtleties of meaning,
the significant emotive values of words , the
stylistic features which determine the flavor and
feel of the message’

Nida in the above lines sheds light on some of the
following principles of translation to enable the students perform
their work successfully.

2.2.1 Meaning

This has to do with what Nida considers obvious content
of the message and the subtleties of meaning. The translator or
the university student of translation should represent the SL text
with its exact meaning in the TL, and this itself referred to
accuracy, where nothing should be added or removed. It follows
that the meaning of TL text must be clearly stated without any
structural or lexical ambiguity, this can not be done except if the
student is certain of the meaning of every item in the original
text. The meaning of the translated text flow naturally, since the
persuasive element or passage in a text must be treated
vigorously, and with some imagination by the student, because it
is intended to rouse feeling and provide new information and
knowledge for the TL receptor.
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2.2.2 Form
Using words and ideas in the translation process should
match SL text as closely as possible. This is particularly
important in translating legal document, guarantees, contracts,
instructions, scientific texts, etc. But the difference in language
structure often requires change in the form and order of words,
for example, an idea expressed in the passive voice usually
focuses in the object being discussed, therefore, it should not be
translated using the active voice whenever possible. Form
receives great consideration in literary translation as emotions
and points of interest are conveyed in a form that serves the
musical sense profoundly, the rhythm, the rhyme, especially
when the sentences and worlds are very short and condensed,
which other words referred to by Nida in the above quotation as
"significant and emotive values of words".
2.2.3 Register
Languages often differ greatly in their levels of formality
in a given context. To resolve these differences the translator
must distinguishes between formal and less formal expressions in
which the writer or the speaker sets the tone. Gregory (1990:30)
stresses this fact as follows
"The establishment of register equivalence can be
seen then as the major factor in the process of
translation, the problems of establishing such
equivalence, a crucial test of the Ilimits of
translatability".
2.3 The Methodologists Views on Using Translation in
Language’s Teaching
In the grammar translation method, the students were made
to practice their knowledge by translating sentences or texts from
the mother tongue to the foreign language or vice-versa with the
help of the dictionary. They were tested by being asked to give
the translation of the words.
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The direct method avoids using the mother tongue or
translation in teaching the foreign languages. The mother tongue
is completely rejected, because the method considers translation
useless in teaching and learning foreign language. Thus presents
the meaning of concrete and abstract word and sentences through
dramatization or pointing at objects.

Considering the reading method, translation is discouraged
instead, the students are trained to work out the meaning of
words from the context, and understand the meaning directly
without resorting to translation of the reading text.

The aural-oral method (Audio- lingual) allows the teacher
to use little of the mother tongue, but translation is avoided.

In the communicative approach to ELT methodology,
items using the mother tongue are allowed to save time and effort
when explaining difficult items.

Lazanov in his method suggestopida, suggests that: one
way that meaning is made clear is through mother tongue
translation. The texts the students work from arc lengthy
dialogues in the target language followed by translation in the
students' native language.

Asher's total physical response method believes in the
importance of having students enjoy their experience in learning
to communicate in a foreign language. The way to do this, Asher
believes, is to base foreign language learning upon the way
children.learn their native language. The method is usually
introduced in the students' native language. Later the native
language is rarely used, and meaning i1s made clear through body
movement.

In Curran’s counseling learning method, the students are
told to communicate on any subject and in any sequence they
choose. They initiate conversations in the native language, the
counselor translates them into the target language, then the
students say in the target language what they have heard the
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teacher say. The conversations can be reverted to the native
language for clarification, then back to the target language. The
teacher provides translation when someone signals by raising his
or her hand.

In Lipson's Stylized mnemonics, translation is mainly used
at the beginning of the instruction, then, the language is learned
through choral repetition. Having achieved learning the material
through translation, drawings are used. The ultimate goal of this
is communication, besides, it is culturally oriented. It is found out
that situational teaching + translation + drawing + visual aids at
the second stage are very effective.

In Gategno’s silent way method, the student begin the
study of the language through the basic building blocks which
arc the sounds, relying on what sounds the students already know
from their native language. Meaning is made clear by focusing
on the students' perception not by translation. The native
language can be used for instruction or the feedback, since many
sounds in the native language are similar if not identical to the
sounds in the target language, the teacher can build upon this
existing knowledge to introduce the new language sounds in the
target language.

In this section ten language teaching methods and their
relation with translation are discussed. It is revealed that three of
the traditional methods (Direct-Audio-lingual- Reading) avoided
the use of translation in teaching languages. Whereas the
translation method plus six of the modern methods innovated by
great linguists and methodologists e.g. Hymes, Lazanov, Asher,
Curran, Lipson and Gategno assured that the use of translation in
the foreign language classroom is highly effective..

2.4 Translation in the Development of Language Teaching

The main objectives of this section are to show to what
extent translation does have a place in the classroom and that its
implementation can be beneficial for learners.
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While preparing this study, a number of innovated modern
methods of language teaching were consulted to see how they
approached translation. It was a surprise to find that most of them
preferred to use the technique as a classroom activity.
“Translation may be used where students need or benefit from it”
( Richards and Rodgers: 1986: 28c¢. f. Howatt).

Even the learners intend to use translation strategies,
thinking that, it would help them to acquire the new language.
(Harboard: 1992: 21) calls translation a:

“Learner preferred strategy. (...) and an inevitable

part of second language acquisition”

Translation could be utilized in teaching foreign language,
if it 1s practiced effectively.

“Translation is one of the greatest recourse teachers

have at their fingertips, since there is a wealth of

ready prepared, authentic materials which have great

generative potential if exploited well”. Stoddart:

2000:1)

Stoddart adds elsewhere

“Perhaps we should stop working against this

tendency and turn it to our advantage”. (Ibid)

Moreover, comparing the target language with the source
language in a translation process is regarded as being effective in
language learning.

"Many teachers feel their training has discouraged

them from using translation in class; there is

however a great deal of useful awareness-raising

when learners compare English with their own

tongue". (Scrivener: 2004:1).

Translation teaching used to be an indispensable part of
TEFL programmers. For a long time, translation had been
considered as an essential means of foreign language learning, a
teaching method that deepen understanding of the source text or
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to present one understands of or the target text. Later on,
translation training is treated as a separate entity aiming to
produce professional translators.

2.5 Steps for Good Translation

The student's first task is to understand the text, often to
analyze, or at least make some generalizations about his/her text
before he/she selects an appropriate translation method, so it is
the business of translation theory to suggest some criteria and
priorities for this analysis

First, the intention of the text: the student, who has to be
faithful to the author and not to his/her own views of
multinational has to bear the intention of the original in mind
throughout his/her work.

Secondly, the intention of the student in translation, is
he/she trying to ensure that the translation has the same
emotional and persuasive charge as the original, and affects the
reader in the same way as the original? Or is he/she trying to
convey the cultural flavor of the SL text? Or is he/she addressing
a different uninformed reader, who has to have the SL text made
more explicit and any cultural or institutional term explained?

Thirdly, the reader and the setting of the text, the student
asks himself: Who is the reader? What education, class, age, sex?
Informed, ignorant, layman or expert? All this would help the
student to decide on the degree of formality, emotiveness and
simplicity he/she must pursue when he/she works on the text.

Fourthly, the quality of the writing and the authority of the
text: if the text is well-written and/or if the SL text is entirely
bound up with the culture of the SL community- the student has
to decide whether or not the reader requires, or is entitled to
supplementary information and explanation.

The method of teaching translation depends on the teacher
himself for there isn't a unique method of teaching translation or
any other subject - as educationists state.
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Here are some guidelines

l.

3.

Preferably, at the beginning of the course -- the teacher
translates some texts or part of them, discussing everything
with his/her students so that they get used to the best way
of translating.

. The student translates the other part of the text. by

himself/herself either in or outside the class.

. The student is required simultaneously to translate

unexplained texts, and the teacher observes the translation
carefully to assess his/her student's "progress.

Translation is a very complicated process thus the teacher
should provide every possible help for his/her students to
encourage them, meanwhile he/she should not translate for
them for fear that they understand the teacher's translation
is the only appropriate one or there is only one possible
way of translating. Therefore, discussion is the best way of
translation that enables the students to deduce the
acceptable translation by themselves.

Methodology

The population of the study was composed of two groups

as follows:

l.

A group of university teachers of English language and
translation from different universities at Khartoum, who
had good knowledge of teaching English and translation.

A group of fourth year students of English departments at
the University of Khartoum and Al neelain University.

. A group of B.A., P.G.Diploma and M.A Students studying

at the aforementioned two universities.

3.1 The Study Sample

The selection of the research sample was randomly done

from among the total groups of teachers and students. The sample

was

consisted of (20) university teachers with different

experiences and academic qualifications, (60) university students
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of B.A, P.G.Diploma and M.A. studying at the aforementioned
two universities, and another (40) undergraduates from the two
universities.
3.2 The Study Instruments
3.2.1 The Survey Method

The researcher used two questionnaires for this method ,
one of them was for the teachers of English language and
translation in different universities at Khartoum ; the other one
was for fourth year students and postgraduates of English
language Department of the two universities. The questionnaire
of the teachers was composed of two parts; the first part was to
give personal information about the respondents; the second part
was composed of (19) statements. The questionnaire of the
students included only one part which was composed of (21)
statements.
3.2.2 The Experimental Method

The second method used in this study was an experimental
method, through which (20) fourth year students
(undergraduates) from each of the two universities, translated
scientific texts mainly, beside non - scientific texts from English
into Arabic and vice versa. Then the researcher compared and
analyzed the translation performed by them, by applying error
analysis techniques on their translation. These techniques were
done for the translation of each student, and then the researcher
corrected these errors and explained the reasons behind them.
4. Results Discussion
4.1 Interpretation of the Questionnaire Results

In accordance with the results drawn from the teachers and
students responses towards the different statements in the two
questionnaires, the following implications are obtained from the
teachers’ questionnaire.
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4.2 Interpretation of the Teachers’ Questionnaire Results
The following table (4-1) reveals the scoring of the (20)

teachers responses against each one of the (19) statements. The

researcher has treated the responses statistically through the

(SPSS) by computing the arithmetic mean and the standard

deviation for each item to test the hypotheses around the mean by

applying the (T) test and the (0.05) level of significance, as

illustrated in the table.

Data Analysis and Discussion

One — Sample Statistics

No | Statement | N | Mean | SD T ¥ | Sig Interp Result

1 Ql | 365 LORO | 2668 | 19 | LI5S | Sig Thereaenodll
2 Q2 20| 360 54 3559 |19 | 2| Sig Thereaenodll
3 Q3 20 380 1005 3559 | 19 | 002 | Sig Therearenodll
B Q4 20| 390 1165 | 345 | 19 | 003 | Sig Thereare nodd
5 Qs 0| 415 489 | 10510 | 19 | 000 | Sig Thereare nodd
6 Q6 0| 310 012 | 40 19 | 629 | Non-sg | Theearedil

7 Q7 0| 415 813 | 6328 | 19 | 000 | Sig Thereare nodd
8 Q8 0| 470 40 | 16170 | 19 | 000 | Sig Thereare nodd
9 Q9 0| 410 J18 | 6830 | 19 | 0| S Therearenodill
10 | QI x| 38 S| 64 |19 | 0| Sig Thereaenodll
1| Qu x| 35 851 1314 | 19 | 204 | Non-sig | Theearedil

12 |1 Q12 20| 430 SN 10177 | 19 | 000 | Sig Thereare noddf
3] Q13 0| 265 KI5 | 1789 | 19 | 090 | Sig Thereare nodd
4| Qu4 20| 380 J68 | 4600 | 19 | 000 | Sig Thereare nodd
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No | Statement | N | Mean | SD T ¥ | Sig Interp Result
15 | QI3 201 475 A 17616 | 19 | 000 | Sg Theaearenodil’
16 | Q6 201 305 826 271 19 | 78 | Non-sig | Thaearedil
7| QI 2 [ 300 | 82 | 325 | © | 606 | Nonsig | Thacacdil
B | Q8 0 [ 270 | 1218 | 1101 | 19 | 28 | Non-sig | Thovacdft
O [ QD W[ 45 | 671 | 7667 | O | 000 | Se Thercare nodift
4.3 Interpretation of the Students’ Questionnaire Results
The following table (4-2) reveals the scoring of the
(60) students responses against each of the (21) statements.
The researcher has treated the responses statistically
through the (SPSS) as he has done for the teachers
responses.
One — Sample Statistics
No | Statement | N | Mean | SD T DF | Sig | Interp Result
1 [Q1 60395 |.999 | 7368 |59 | .000| sig There are no diff
2 1Q2 60395 |.790 | 9311 |59 | .000]| sig There are no diff
3 1Q3 60 | 432 | 651 | 15673 |59 | .000| sig There are no dift
4 1Q4 6038 | 954 | 6905 |59 | .000| sig There are no diff
5 1Q5 601|287 | 1.049 | -984 |59 | .329| Non-sig | Thereare diff
6 | Q6 60| 437 | 663 | 15967 [ 59 | 000 | sig There are no diff
7 | Q7 60392 | 850 | 8358 |39 | .000] sig There are no diff
8 | Q8 60| 420 | .632 | 14.697 | 59 | 000 | sig There are no diff
9 1Q9 60 | 423 | S63 | 16954 | 59 | .000 | sig There are no diff
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No | Statement | N | Mean | SD T DF | Sig | Interp Result

10 | Q10 60| 3.02 | 1214(.106 |59 |.916 | Non-sig | There are diff

11 1 Q11 601272 | 940 | -2334 |59 | 023 | Non-sig | Thereare diff

12 Q12 60| 290 | 1.053[-736 |59 | .465 | Non-sig | There are diff

13 [Q13 60| 417 | 557 | 16212 59 | .000 | sig There are no diff
14 1Ql4 60| 4.18 | 537 | 17.084 | 5 | .000 | sig There are no diff
15 Q13 60 | 4.10 | 630 | 13.530 | 59 | .000 | sig There are no diff
16 [ Q16 60 | 445 | 622 | 18.048 | 59 | .000 | sig There are no diff
17 | Q17 60| 348 | 1.017 | 3.683 | 59 | .001 | sig There are no diff
18 | Q18 601|372 | 846 | 6565 |59 | .000 | sig There are no diff
19 1Q19 60| 340 | 942 [ 3288 |59 |.002 | sig There are no diff
20 |1 Q20 601420 | 840 | 11.070 | 59 | .000 | sig There are no diff
21 [ Q21 60407 | 1133|7293 |59 | 000 sig There are no diff
4.4 Discussion of the Experimental Result. The result of

the experiment is highly significant and predictable and indicates
that the students' competence 1s positively improved , because
they practice all the skills during the lecturers, by listening to
their lectures, taking notes, asking questions and answering them,
reading texts, discussing verbally in groups, then by their
lecturers. By practicing all the aforementioned activities, it is
obvious that that average of the students will be improved thro
ugh practicing translation confined to a specific syllabus.
4.5 Results in Terms of the Hypotheses

This section of the chapter is intended to discuss the
statistical results as they relate to the hypotheses. Each
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hypothesis is discussed by relating it to the appropriate
statements of the two questionnaires of the study as follows:

The four hypotheses are listed below with a description of
the result of each in a form of summary.

Hypothesis 1:  Errors of translation result from mother tongue
interference and lead to inadequate performance of translation.

Table 4-1 evaluated the statements of teachers related to
hypothesis 1, and the average mean of teachers was 4 out of the a
maximum mean score 5, on the other hand, the students’ score
was 3.95, which was positively high as shown on table 4-2. Thus
hypothesis 1 is confirmed by the findings.

Hypothesis 2: Equivalence contrastivity on the morphological,
syntactic and semantic levels reveals problems of non-
equivalence.

In teaching translation , teachers will definitely face
problems of equivalency which can be the central issue in
teaching translation and its practice. The notion of equivalence
can be explored at different levels, in relation to the translation
process, including its all different aspects, and hence putting
together the linguistic and communicative approach.

Equivalents that can appear at word level for all the difficult
words encountered by teachers and then by students, when
translating from English into Arabic, i1s problematic because a
single word can sometimes has different meanings, and might be
regarded as being a more complex unit or morpheme.
Grammatical, pragmatic and textual equivalence can also cause
problems of translation. As for the average mean scored by
teachers for hypothesis 2 it was 3.10, and 3.92 by students out of
the maximum mean score 5, so hypothesis 2 was verified by the
findings.

Hypothesis 3: Time allotted for translation courses at the
university level is not sufficient to enhance students’
competence.
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The respondents agreed that teaching translation should be
given much time at the university level, to achieve the teaching
objectives which will enable the students to interact and be
involved in theoretical and practical issues of translation, through
which they will be able to deal with English linguistic features,
syntax, semantics and stylistics. The average mean scored by
teachers for hypothesis 3 was 3.72, and 3.65 by students out of
maximum mean score 5, which clearly confirmed the hypothesis.
Hypothesis 4:  Performance of EFL university students in
translation practice is weak.

Generally, tables and figures, for the statements related to
this hypothesis, of the students’ and teachers’ questionnaires
showed a high positive attitude from all the subjects towards the
hypothesis. The average means scored by both teachers and
students were 3.9 and 3.88 respectively. The weakness of the
students was clearly revealed in the experimental method adopted
by the researcher. The students committed many errors of
translation when they translated the scientific and non-scientific
texts assigned to them by the researcher. These errors were
related to many factors, i.e, cultural, lexical, syntactic, word
order, wrong collocation, scientific, idiomatic, negation, etc. The
result of the experiment is highly significant and predictable and
indicates that when the students are exposed to continuous
translation practice their average will positively be improved,
because they practice all the skills of language during the
lectures, by listening to their lectures, taking notes, asking
questions and answering them, reading texts, discussing verbally
in groups, then by their lecturers. By practicing all these
activities, it 1s obvious that the average of the students will be
improved through practicing translation confined to a specific
syllabus.
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4.6 Summary of the Teachers, the Students Questionnaires
and the Experiment Results

The results of the two questionnaires of the teachers and

the students, beside the results of the experiment, can be
summarized as follows

1.

Teachers’ and students’ views are similar in considering
the cultural aspect as the most difficult area in teaching
and learning translation.

Cultural knowledge of the mother and target languages
help to develop students’ competence throughout the
translation courses at the university level. Language it self
is part of culture; thus, an awareness of the culture of the
native speakers of the foreign language is a requisite.

. Mother tongue interference is also an aspect which results

errors of translation because it influences the students who
are not aware of the foreign language quite well.

Studying linguistics is inevitable in translation courses.
Contrastive linguistic analysis in translation classes helps
to identify areas of differences between the SL and the TL,
then concentrated exercises of translation could help
students to be competent in translation.

The best method of teaching translation is to start by
teaching theoretical issues followed by practical work.
Scientific translation is a difficult process which needs a
background of scientific language.

. Teachers of translation must be skillful at it they need to be

highly qualified, and have extensively studied the theories
of translation, linguistics, literature, aesthetics and other
branches of learning.

The characteristic differences of translation process go
much further beyond non- equivalence on the
morphological, syntactic and semantic levels.
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9. Untranslatable linguistic differences between Arabic and
English can be dealt with by using transliteration,
borrowing, and coinage.

10.Most of the students find it difficult to understand and
translate idiomatic expressions. They need the ability of
finding an idiom, similar in form and similar in meaning in
TL taking into consideration questions of register, style
and rhetorical effect.

11. Time allotted for translation courses at the university
level is not sufficient to cover subjects related to
translation theory, practice and criticism, comparative
studies of English and Arabic, semantics, stylistics , Arabic
and English writing.

5.1 The Main Results.

The study revealed the following results

1. Translation is an important component of foreign language
training as well as a means of testing foreign language
skills.

2. Students may not recognize the importance of translation
because they consider it as an irrelevant branch of English
language courses.

3. Improvements to the quality of translation teaching rely on
teachers of translation.

4. Students suffer from weak bilingual foundation; both their
comprehension and expression of Arabic and English
languages are not good enough.

5. Students translate without considering the style of the
original language and often mix different styles together.

6. Time allotted for translation teaching is inadequate to
enhance students’ competence at university level.

7. Translation is a difficult course, involving a considerable
time to spent in practice.
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8.

10.

1L

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The language of science can lead to confusion. Nearly
every scientific term found in textbooks, journals and
reports has a specific and well designed definition.

Translation is very different from other branches of leaming,
especially the natural sciences as there is no unified logical
reasoning, no calculated formula and few standard answers in
translation.

It is useful to teach theoretical issues of translation before its
application.

Many errors of translation committed by Sudanese university
students are the result of their mother tongue interference.
Studying contrastive linguistic analysis in translation courses is
inevitable because it helps to determine the similarities and
differences between the SL and TL, and then facilitate the
process of translation.

Difficulty of understanding English idiomatic expressions
results from cultural differences between Arabic and English.
Translating scientific texts requires research expertise as
well as linguistic skill.

Teachers and students use transliteration, borrowing and
coinage to translate English scientific terms that have no
equivalents in Arabic.

The notion of equivalence is one of the most problematic
and controversial area in the field of translation.

5.2 Recommendations

This section intends to submit some recommendations, to

those who are concerned in the departments of foreign
languages at the Sudanese universities.

1.

Students must practice translation to deepen their
understanding of two languages, and two cultures, learn both
English and Arabic languages thoroughly and enhance their
knowledge of structure.
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. It is recommended that translation theory could be applied

widely through translation teaching, and could then be
studied in depth to set the course for continuous
improvement in translation itself.

. Special attention must be paid to cultural differences and

the teachers should develop in their students a heightened
cultural consciousness.

Students should be encouraged to acquire encyclopedic
scientific knowledge to form strong background to
enhance their translating ability.

. Curriculum designers should detect the average of the

graduates to avoid the shortcoming of the syllabus in use.

. Teachers of translation need to use the appropriate

methods, techniques, and aids for translation teaching.

7. Many teachers of translation suggested that students

should receive at least eight courses: Introduction to
translation, translation theory, translation practice,
translation criticism, comparative studies of Arabic and
English writing, semantics, stylistics, Arabic and English
writing.

. The art of translation 1s a comprehensive branch of learing

which demands not only a solid bilingual foundation and an
understanding of translation theory, but also a rich knowledge of
other related branches of learning, such as linguistics, literature,
literary criticism, semantics, etc.

It is advisable not to use Arabic as a mother tongue in
translation courses except when dealing with socio-cultural
and stylistic 1ssues.

10.The four language’s skills should be improved and

developed in an early stage to prepare the students for
university level.
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11.Teachers of translation must be highly qualified, and have
extensively studied the theories of translation, linguistics,
literature, aesthetics and other related branches of learning.
12. Teachers of translation should also be able to accurately
analyze the causes of errors of translation from their
knowledge about theories of linguistics, culture, literature,
rhetoric, style, aesthetics and soon.
5.3 Conclusion
The purpose of this paper is intended to explore the
necessity of translation teaching at the university level and some
of the difficulties of translation which face the Sudanese
university students and the reasons behind them and tries to find
solutions to overcome these difficulties by analyzing the
translation of the students for some selected scientific texts using
error analysis techniques. The study is also intended to pave the
way for other researchers to tackle the other fields of translation.
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